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UM HOSTS FOURTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE ON CENTRAL ASIA 
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana will spotlight a fragile and fascinating part of the world 
Thursday through Saturday, April 20-22, during the Fourth Annual Central Asia Conference:
A Policy Dialogue.
Organized by UM’s Office of International Programs, the event will feature a series of 
lectures and panel discussions, including a keynote address by Gov. Brian Schweitzer at 7 p.m. 
Thursday in the University Center South Ballroom.
Another conference highlight will be a “mugham” performance by Jeffrey Werbock, an 
internationally recognized presenter. As the traditional music of the Caucasus, mugham uses a 
full-throated yodeling technique descended from the Persian court and the singing bards of the 
Kavkaz mountains.
Werbock will perform Thursday from 12:40 to 2 p.m. in Music Building Room 115.
His appearance is sponsored by OIP and the music and geography programs, as well as a grant 
from the Montana Committee for the Humanities.
All conference events are free and open to the public. A complete schedule is online at 




11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. -  “Militant Islam: Islamic Fundamentalism in the Middle East 
and Central Asia,” panel discussion, University Center Theater. Mehrdad Kia, UM director of 
OIP and the Central and Southwest Asian Studies Program, will chair the panel and be a 
discussant. Panelists will be Samir Bitar, UM Arabic language and culture instructor; Jeff 
Gritzner, chair of the UM Department of Geography; and Ahmed Souaiaia of the Department 
of Religious Studies at the University of Iowa.
1:15 to 2:45 p.m. - “Rule of Law and Central Asia,” panel discussion, University 
Center Theater. UM law Adjunct Assistant Professor Jeff Renz will chair the panel and be a 
discussant. Panelists will be Alimbai Sulaimanov, vice dean for curriculum, and lecturer 
Aimonchok Tashieva, both from Osh State University, Kyrgyz Republic; and Greg Munro,
UM law professor.
3 to 4:30 p.m. -  “Political Mobilization in South Caucasus,” panel discussion, 
University Center Theater. Thomas Goltz, a visiting scholar with UM’s geography department 
and Southwest Asian Studies Program will chair the panel and be a discussant. Panelists will be 
Jeffery Werbock, Mugham Society USA president; Maia Sukhiashvili, UM professor of 
Persian language and literature; and Elin Suleymanov, consul general of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan to Los Angeles and western states of the United States.
7 to 9 p.m. -  keynote address by Gov. Brian Schweitzer, University Center South 
Ballroom.
Friday, April 21
3 to 4:30 p.m. -  “Social and Environmental Change: Challenges for Central Asia,” 
panel discussion, University Center South Ballroom. Don Bedunah, UM forestry professor, 
will chair the panel. Panelists will be Gritzner; Sarah J. Halvorson, UM geography associate 
professor; Ardi Kia, UM geography professor and associate director of Central and Southwest 
Asian Studies Program; and Dina Mukhamedkhan, Fulbright visiting scholar from Kazakhstan 
to UM’s School of Education.
7 to 7:45 p.m. -  Mugham music performance by Jeffery Werbock, University Center 
South Ballroom.
7:45 to 9:30 p.m. -  “Roundtable Discussion: Security and Energy and Economic 
Development,” panel discussion, University Center South Ballroom. Panelists are Zamira 
Sydykova, ambassador of the Kyrgyz Republic to the United States; Suleymanov; G. Fox, 
director of U.S. State Department’s Office of Caucasus and Central Asian Affairs; Nancy'
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Lubin, president of JNA Associates Inc. and senior fellow for Eurasia at the American Foreign 
Policy Council; and Lt. Col. Kurt Meppen, U.S. Institute for Peace.
Saturday, April 22
10 a.m. to noon -  “Central Asia’s Future: Problems and Challenges,” panel 
discussion. Panelists are Sydykova, Suleymanov, Fox, Lubin and Meppen.
m
CBS
Local, dailies 
041206conf
